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 ‘Together, we care what we do, we enjoy what we learn, we achieve’
Core Christian Values: Love, Honesty and Respect.

Longcot and Fernham Early Years (EYFS) Preschool and Reception Class

We offer outstanding provision for all pupils within our setting and are very excited to be expanding to continue this provision for both Preschool and Reception age children.
 
How will the morning and afternoon session be organised?
In the mornings, children will work on activities planned to deliver the EYFS curriculum. They will work and play together, benefiting from some whole group carpet times, smaller adult led group sessions and lots of independent ‘exploring’ time, supported by the skilled adults who judge when to intervene and encourage that next step in children’s development.

In the afternoons, Preschool children will spend some time with the whole group and some time with the level 3 trained Early Years worker enjoying activities outside the setting. These will include outdoor learning, physical activities, cooking, story-time, singing and creative sessions. This will provide a rich and stimulating range of experiences for them as well as enabling the Reception children to engage in some different styles of working, extending their breadth and depth of experiences within an outstanding EYFS teacher (the same as they do now). 

What if Preschool children need to rest?
At the beginning of the afternoon, Nursery children will be on their own in the classroom (reception aged children will be in whole school assembly) with an adult and have a quiet time together on our large rug with beanbags and cushions. We will encourage them to rest during this time so they are ready for their afternoon activities.

How will Reception age children be prepared for Year 1?
Just as we do now, staff will ensure each individual child is able to thrive and able to reach their full potential. Small group and individual work happen throughout the day, encouraging children to be confident, inquisitive and develop a high level of literacy and numeracy skills. Both the morning and afternoon sessions enable the teacher to encourage more independent working and confidence, with a smaller group, tackling more recorded task which build towards the end of the summer term. Children make excellent progress in their Reception year and the vast majority make 3 or 4 bands of progress, a good level of development (GLD) – exceeding national expectations. A high proportion are working beyond this. This will not change.

How will the sessions be staffed?
With an increase in the number of staff (a qualified teacher, a grade 6 level 3 qualified Early Years trained assistant and a grade 5 teaching assistant) who will to be able to support children in our Early Years setting. If there are children who require additional support or we feel maintaining our outstanding provision requires another adult, we will add this in.

When can Preschool children start?
Preschool children can start after the term they turn 3 either in September, January or after Easter. We will work with parents to determine if their children are ready for the demands of the setting at the time.

What hours are available?
Preschool children can take up a 15 hour place or a 30 hour place (6 hours x 5 days). We encourage parents to use all of their allocated sessions but understand if children are not ready for their full allocation of hours. We will work with each family to do what is best for their child and circumstances. Once taken, a place has to be for the full 15 or 30 hours as these cannot be offered to another child. We do ask for consistency in attendance so that staff know who to expect on a regular basis and children can get into routines. 

What are the times of the day?
The setting is open from 8.30am – 3.00pm. Morning sessions are from 8.30am -11.30am. 

How will admissions be handled?
Admissions will operate in the same way they do now. (Looked after/SEN children, those who live in the catchment area, have siblings, closest proximity to the setting. Please see Preschool Admissions Policy on our website.

Why should parents choose us?
Our setting is an exceptional one. We will integrate Preschool and Reception children, meeting the needs of both year groups by valuing each individual child and providing the challenge for successful learning to take place. As a school setting, pupils will benefit from the knowledge and experience of a fully qualified teacher, as well as excellent level 3 trained staff, meaning that are very well prepared for the next stage of their education.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 01793 782381 or office@laf.faringdonlearningtrust.org

You are very welcome to arrange a visit during an afternoon or morning session. 
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