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Monday 12th January
Dear Parents,
As you know, during 15th and 16th November 2022, OFSTED inspectors visited the school, and we’d now like to share with you all the outcome of inspection and some key areas from the report. The full report will also be available on the Ofsted and school website, and I’m happy to talk through any aspect of it with you should you wish to do so.
Firstly, we’d like to praise the wonderful job the children did whilst having ‘the visitors’ in school. They showed the characteristic high standards of behaviour, attitude and engagement in their learning that is such an important part of our school, and I’m delighted that this was reflected in the report as you will see:
“Pupils of Longcot and Fernham have high expectations of themselves and others. This is clear to see in the exceptionally kind and considerate way that they encourage and support each other at school. 
Pupils benefit from the high ambitions that their teachers have for them. They love to learn and are prepared well for the next stage in their education.”
Secondly, we’d like to thank the wonderful staff for their commitment, positivity & professionalism during the inspection. Again, we’re delighted that the high quality of our teaching & learning was identified and that the hard work of the teaching and support staff has been recognised:
As you’ll see, the report itself is broken down into 5 key areas, with a judgement for each, as well as an overall judgement.
· Quality of Education was deemed to be good.
· Early Years was deemed to be good.
· Behaviour and Attitude was deemed to be outstanding.
· Personal Development was deemed to be good.
· In the Leadership and Management part of the inspection, in the area of safeguarding record-keeping and its associated governance, some weaknesses were identified, which triggered what is known as a ‘limiting judgement’. This unfortunately has meant that this area was deemed as requiring improvement.
As Leadership and Management were deemed requiring improvement this automatically puts the school’s overall judgement as ‘requires improvement’. 
This is obviously incredibly disappointing for us all and is something that we of course take very seriously. However, to reassure you all, we’d like to emphasise that the inspectors were clear that safeguarding is effective at Longcot and Fernham School, and there is absolutely no suggestion that any child was ever at risk in any way. You’ll see this stated clearly in the report. The issue relates to a new online system that was introduced last academic year taking the place of a previous paper-based process. Leadership, staff and governors, along with support from Faringdon Learning Trust (FLT), have already addressed this issue, paid close attention to the valuable feedback and put an action plan in place, which we’ll continue to action and monitor in the coming weeks and months.


When the time is right, we’ll then be delighted to welcome Ofsted back to recognise and celebrate what an excellent school Longcot and Fernham is and to ensure the overall grading reflects this.
Lastly, huge thanks to you as parents for the wonderful feedback you gave us as part of the inspection process. It’s so rewarding to see how happy and safe your children feel at Longcot and Fernham, and how positively you all view our school and school community.
Kindest regards,
	
Claire Mellor		Aileen Bridge			Duncan Millard		Liz Holmes
Headteacher		Chair of Governors		CEO FLT 			FLT Chair of Trustees
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